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YWCA Greater Pittsburgh
Center for Race & Gender Equity
Programs/Events Summary


International Women’s Day											 March
International Women's Day is a global celebration of the economic, political and social achievements of women past, present and future.  In some places like China, Russia, Vietnam and Bulgaria, International Women's Day is a national holiday. Suffragists campaigned for women's right to vote. The word 'Suffragist' is derived from the word "suffrage" meaning the right to vote.  International Women's Day honors the work of the Suffragists, celebrates women's success, and reminds of inequities still to be redressed.  The first International Women's Day event was run in 1911.  2011 is the Global Centenary Year. The YWCA and the World Affairs Council work together to raise community awareness around this important international day.

Stand Against Racism 											   April 
Stand Against Racism is a nation-wide movement initiated by the YWCA in 2008 to raise awareness that racism still exists in our communities and that it cannot be ignored or tolerated. We bring organizations together, who believe like we do, that united we can eliminate racism.  We bring people together from all walks of life to raise awareness that racism still exists. We invite community organizations to partner with us, attracting tens of thousands of participants and achieving maximum impact.  The Stand Against Racism is a partnership of over 60 YWCA Associations throughout the U.S.

Dr. Helen S. Faison Racial Justice Student Essay Contest					    September
For over a decade, the YWCA Greater Pittsburgh has conducted an annual racial justice essay contest for students in grade six, seven and eight.  The contest supports the YWCA’s work to eliminate racism by raising awareness about diversity among young people and acknowledging their search for ways to create racial harmony and equality.  The YWCA prepares a lesson plan for teachers/after school programs and provides recommended resources and activities for discussing, recognizing, and analyzing racism, racial justice and the importance of people working together to accomplish the common goal of eliminating racism.  

Week Without Violence 										         October 
Since it was launched in 1995, the YWCA Week Without Violence has grown from a grassroots initiative into a global movement with women, men, and children participating in events throughout all fifty states and in more than twenty countries on six continents. The campaign challenges and inspires people to bring to life a vision of the future where all people are free to live with peace, respect and opportunity.

The YWCA works to educate individuals about their role in preventing the spread of violence and hatred and to heighten awareness of alternatives to violence.   The YWCA also sets goals to obtain financial and political support to keep these programs available to the public. The campaign emphasizes bringing people, organizations, and communities closer together through special events and activities. 

Racial Justice Awards										     November 
Through the annual Racial Justice Awards, the YWCA seeks to promote a society in which all people receive equal treatment and have equal access in the workplace, public services, justice system, classroom, and throughout the greater Pittsburgh community. For the past 20 years, the Racial Justice Awards have recognized individuals, companies and organizations that demonstrate a commitment to eliminating racism and making a difference by promoting racial justice.  
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